MEDICINE.
THE CHLOROFORM AND ETHER CONTROVERSY.
The rival merita of these two anaesthetics were It must also be borne in mind that, assuming the correctness of the Hyderabad Commission's observations of facts, it is only proved that chloroform paralyses respiration before the heart in animals. The conclusion that its action is invariably the Bame in man is an assumption, although based on analogy. Now nothing is more misleading than to assume that the action of any drug on man is the same as its action on animals. Ostertag's experiments on the action of chloroform inhalation in producing fatty degeneration of the internal viscera were made on rabbits, guinea-pigs, rats, cats, dogs, and pigeons, and the results showed that the effects of chloroform differ very considerably in this respect in different groups of animals. Surely if the effects in producing fatty degeneration differ in groups of animals so closely allied, it is not difficult to understand that its effects on the respiratory and vaso-motor centres in man differ from those in animals. In spite of the greatest caution deaths do occur under chloroform, and in the majority of instances the pulse has been noticed to suddenly fail, while respiration continues. As this sometimes happens before any inciBion has been made, it is useless to urge that they are instances of reflex inhibition, and are deaths " under chloroform, but not from chloroform." The immediate inversion of the patient ?Nelaton's method?has been followed by recovery in some instances, and as inversion impedes and not assists failing respiration, it seems ridiculous to insist that these cases of recovery from inversion were due to respiratory failure, which the flurried anaesthetists have overlooked, and attributed to heart failure.
We believe that positive clinical experience is worth more than any amount of negative evidence, no matter what the evidence of the physiological laboratory may be.
